

Name: _______________________
Address: _____________________
_____________________________
Tel: _________________________ 

Defendant Herein
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF ___________________
	People of the State of California,

     Plaintiffs,

        - vs -

_________________________,

     Defendant
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
)
)
	CASE NO. _____________
DEFENDANT’S MOTION FOR SELF-REPRESENTATION
[Faretta]
Date:

Time:

Courtroom:

Trial Date:

	
	)
	


TO THE COURT AND COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT:


PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at the date and time indicated above, or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard in the above entitled court, the defendant will move the Court to relieve defense counsel and allow Defendant to proceed as his own attorney.

The motion will be based on this notice of motion, the memorandum of points and authorities served and filed herewith, on all the papers and records on file in this action, and on such oral and documentary evidence as may be presented at the hearing of the motion.
Dated: 

	 
	

	By
	Defendant 




POINTS, AUTHORITIES, AND ARGUMENT



The Supreme Court of the United States has held that criminal defendants have a constitutional right to refuse counsel and represent themselves in state criminal proceedings (Faretta v. California (1975) 422 U.S. 806).


Defendant in the instant case requests such self-representation and offers the following in support thereof:

1. Defendant acknowledges that he understands his constitutional rights include the following:
a. Right to an Attorney – Defendant understands that he has the right to be represented by an attorney at all stages of the proceedings and, if he does not have funds to employ an attorney, one will be appointed for him by the court.
b. Right to a Speedy Trial – Defendant understand that he has a right to a speedy trial.
c. Right to Subpoena Witness and Records – Defendant understands that he has the right to subpoena witnesses or any records that he may need in his defense.
d. Right to confront and Cross-Examine Witnesses - Defendant understands that he has the right to confront in open court all witness who will be called to testify against him and he has the right to cross-examine those witnesses at the time of trial.
e. Right against Self-Incrimination – Defendant understands that he has the right to testify at his trial, but that he cannot be compelled to testify at the trial unless he so desires.
f. Right to Self-Representation – Defendant understands that he has the right to self-representation and may waive his right to counsel. Defendant further understands that, if he permitted to represent himself, he will have to conduct his own defense without the assistance of a lawyer.

2. Defendant offers the following statement of his qualifications.  Defendant:

a. Can read and write the English language.

b. Is not suffering from any mental illness or disability.

c. Has not taken any drug, medicine, or liquor within the past 24 hours.

d. Has completed education as follows: _________________________________




______________________________________________________________




______________________________________________________________

e. Has been employed during the past five years as follows: _________________
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

f. Has legal training as follows: _______________________________________



______________________________________________________________

g. Has previously represented himself in the following matters: _____________




______________________________________________________________




______________________________________________________________

h. Understands the charges against him and the defenses thereto.

i. Understands the maximum penalty of those charges to be: _______________




______________________________________________________________

j. Understands other penalties of conviction to include: ___________________

3. Defendant understands that there are many dangers  and disadvantages to representing himself, including, but not limited to the following:
a. If Defendant had a lawyer, that lawyer would be able to investigate his case and advise him as to his options.

b. If Defendant represents himself, he will be required to prepare his own defense without the advice of a lawyer, do his own research, and conduct his own investigation.

c. If Defendant represents himself, he will be required to follow the same rules of procedure and evidence as a lawyer, and will get no special treatment from the court, even if he do not fully understand what he is doing.

d. If Defendant represents himself, his opponent may be an experienced, thoroughly prepared attorney who will give Defendant no consideration whatsoever, and Defendant may be at an extreme disadvantage and could lose his case.

e. If Defendant is convicted, he will not be able to appeal on the ground that he did not have a lawyer.


With the above facts in mind, Defendant respectfully requests that he be allowed to represent himself.

Dated: 

	 
	

	By
	Defendant 
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